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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, BR 

SUBJECT: DEVELOPMENTS IN FATHER JENTEL CASE 
REF: BRASILIA 2707 

ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER REPORTS, FRENCH MISSIONARY FATHER 
FRANCISCO JENTEL, WHO WAS SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS IMPRISONMENT 
BY A MILITARY COURT IN 1973 FOR LEADING A SQUATTERS' 

REBELLION IN MATTO GROSSO, WAS FREED BY THE SUPERIOR 

MILITARY TRIBUNAL ON MAY 21. THE TRIBUNAL REPORTEDLY 

DECIDED THAT THE MILITARY COURT SYSTEM WAS NOT LEGALLY QUALIFIED 

TO TRY JENTEL AND ANNULLED HIS SENTENCE AB INITIO, OBSERVING 

THAT THE CIVIL COURTS WERE THE PROPER VENUE FOR LEGAL 

ACTION AGAINST JENTEL. 
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